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Introduction 
 

Song Writing. How to Start? 
 

Pick up a pencil. 
 

Songs and poems don’t just happen for most people, they require 
practice, motivation, dedication, inspiration, and perspiration.  Inspiration 
needs an invitation. That is what this book is about.  Students develop 
their ideas and a rhyming vocabulary.  A rhyming vocabulary also 
develops reading and writing skills.  This is the fun way to improve reading 
and writing skills. 

Learn, Discover, Explore, Create.  
 

Students who complete the activities in this book will improve their song 
writing skills.  Many will write their own songs and poetry. Reading and 
writing will improve dramatically.  
 

The book is easy to use. The activities follow the same design. After 
students complete the first activity, they understand how all the lessons 
work. 
 
Program Benefits: 
 

Recent research shows that rhythm and rhyme promote 
        dopamine production in the reward centers of the brain. 

RAP Rhythms can have a powerful learning effect on the brain.  
Developing poetic and musical talents improves reading and  

       writing skills. 

Learn to rhyme, express emotions and ideas, and make  
       songs flow! 
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Presenting the Book 
 

ACTIVITY 1: 
Students read and discuss the meanings of the rap starter songs. 
(Ask WHY and WHAT IF questions.) 
It is best to work in pairs or groups.  Students take more chances, more 
fun. 
 

ACTIVITY 2: 
Students write a part to the song or add some interesting lines. They can 
also repeat lines. They can refer to the rhyming word dictionary in the 
appendix.  While the rhyming words are listed by songs, they can use all 
of the words as a reference for any song. They write in the box at the 
bottom of the Rap Starter.   
 

When done students read the rap and their part in a rhythmic way.  This 
makes a stronger imprint on the brain and opens creative channels. It is 
prosody, which is how you say and emphasize different parts of the song 
for meaning. They can also add music. 
 

ACTIVITY 3: 
Students write a rap about the theme in the circle. They write down the 
ideas for their rap on the lines around the circle.  This is 
Free Association and helps build a lyric. It is sometimes called a word 
web.  On the lines around the circle, they write words that have a similar 
sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words they like.   
 

They think of rhyming words that go with their song idea and write them 
on the lines at the top.  Searching for a rhyme often ignites the 
imagination in unexpected directions.   
 

There is also a list of rhyming words related to each song in the appendix. 
The book: Reading, Writing, Rappin’ Dictionary is also 
recommended as it contains thousands of school-related rhyming words in 
consistent spelling patterns.   
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ACTIVITY 4:   
Students write their song ideas in the box at the bottom. These can be just 
rhyming phrases or songs of their ideas.  Get pairs or groups to share 
their ideas. They take more chances and have more fun. Some students 
may prefer to work on their own at times.  Always have them save their 
work and say their ideas in a rhythmic way, add music. 
 

The book can be adapted to different ways to present the lessons.  Going 
through the lessons in sequence offers more improvement for spelling and 
writing.  

 

Another activity to develop ideas is taking two words and thinking of ways 
they go together. Here is an example I did with the words water and 
mirror. 
MIRRORS GIVE ONLY A SHADOW 
OF WHO WE ARE. 
STILL WATERS REFLECT 
DEEP AND FAR. 
 

INTO THE ABYSS 
WATER, AZURE BLUE 
SEE INTO YOUR SOUL 
THE REFLECTION IS YOU.  MG 
 

Strive to write rhymes with the fewest words to bring about the greatest meaning. 
 
 

  Having Fun with Words. Some are student examples. 
A braggin’ windbag. 
Rappin’, clappin’, makin’ it happen.     
All that I had, so sad.  
Last dance, my last chance, romance. 

 

 These can lead to phrases like: 
An attitude with latitude.   
Imagination with no limitation.       
A civilization of cooperation. 

 And to longer rhymes like: 
A conversation without hesitation, information,  
explanation, communication, or consideration. 
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DREAMS TOO STRONG (1) 
 

   Why does cool 
   Rhyme with school? 

 

   I’m no fool 
   Somethin’s wrong 
   Strugglin’ along. 

 

   Not my song 
Takin’ too long. 
Just puttin’ in time 
No rhythm, no rhyme. 
 

Gonna make it through. 
Got to find a new song. 
Dreams too strong… 
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Develop a Rhyming Vocabulary. 
 

 

 
 

Idea Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Write a word of interest in the circle.  On the lines around the circle write words that have a 
similar sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words you like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

SCHOOL 
(RAP  OR 

POEM) 
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  LOW RIDER (2 )        
Cruisin’ thru town 
Low to the ground. 
Cruisin’ low, cruisin’ slow. 
Low ri-der.  Low rider. 
 

Extreme wire wheels. 
Bouncin’ all around.      
Loud, crashin’ sounds. 
Low ri-der.  Low Rider. 
 

A rad paint job 
Colorful designs 
Chopped roof lines. 
Low ri-der. Low Rider. 
 

Not jus’ transportation. 
The owner’s creation  
Recreation and celebration. 
Low ri-der.  Low Rider… 
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Develop a Rhyming Vocabulary. 
 

 

 
 

Idea Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Write a word of interest in the circle.  On the lines around the circle write words that have a 
similar sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words you like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

MY 
DREAM 

CAR! 



10 
 

       BE A STAR (3)  
 

Be a star. 
Be who you are. 
Don't fly too low 
Nowhere to grow. 
 

Try to resist 
Just to exist. 
Don’t just survive 
Try bein’ alive. 
 

Don't settle 
Don’t surrender. 
Become great. 
It's your fate… 
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Develop Your Rhyming Vocabulary. 
 

 

 
 

Idea Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Write a word of interest in the circle.  On the lines around the circle write words that have a 
similar sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words you like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
MY  

FATE? 
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                 GONNA MAKE YOU RICH (4)  

 Did ja 
 Catch my pitch? 
 Gonna make you rich. 
 

 Take a chance 
 Join the dance. 
 Lush estates 
 Iron gates. 
 

 Did ja 
 Catch my pitch? 
 Gonna make you rich. 
 

 Rhymes en schemes 
 Unattainable dreams… 
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Develop a Rhyming Vocabulary. 
 

 

 
 

 Idea Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Write a word of interest in the circle.  On the lines around the circle write words that have a 
similar sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words you like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

GONNA 
BE 

RICH? 
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  LIVIN’ ON CONCRETE (5 ) 
Livin’ on the street. 
Livin’ on con-crete. 
Dealin’ with the pain. 
 

Livin’ or dyin’ 
It’s all the same. 
Life’s not a game. 
 

Lonesome and old 
Hearts gettin’ cold. 
Nobody carin’ 
Nobody cryin’… 
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Develop a Rhyming Vocabulary. 
 

 

 
 

 Idea Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Write a word of interest in the circle.  On the lines around the circle write words that have a 
similar sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words you like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
LIFE 

CAN BE 
HARD! 
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   FIND YOUR SONG (6 ) 
 Livin’ behind a smile  
 Works for a while. 
 Even a clown 
 Cracks a frown. 
 

 Difficult to find 
 The smile 
 In your mind? 
 

 Begin livin’ 
 Without regret. 

 Find the song 
   That makes you strong. 
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Develop a Rhyming Vocabulary. 
 

 

 
 

 Idea Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Write a word of interest in the circle.  On the lines around the circle write words that have a 
similar sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words you like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Find Your Song (6) 

 

 
 

WHAT 
MAKES 

YIOU 
STRONG? 
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HER GAME IS BAS- KET- BALL (7 ) 
 

Did ja get the news? 
Found some Slam-Dunk shoes. 
Only five feet tall 
Her game is bas-ket-ball. 
 

Lacin’ her shoes 
Payin’ her dues. 
Livin’ above the rim 
She scored more than him. 
 

Wilt the Stilt’s  
Hundred-point game 
Her claim to fame.  
 

Slam dunk contests 
Twistin’, turnin’, upside down… 
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Develop a Rhyming Vocabulary. 
 

 

 
 

 Idea Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Write a word of interest in the circle.  On the lines around the circle write words that have a 
similar sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words you like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Find Your Song (6) 

 

 
 

WHAT’S  
YOUR 

GAME? 
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    RUNNIN’ OUT OF TIME (8 ) 
Glaciers meltin’ 
Coal plants churnin’ 
Exhaust gasses burnin’ 
Earth keeps turnin’. 
 

Smoke on the horizon 
Darkening skies.  
Everywhere, polluted air. 
 

Runnin’ out of time. 
No action 
No traction… 
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 Develop a Rhyming Vocabulary. 
 
 
 
 

 

Idea Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Write a word of interest in the circle.  On the lines around the circle write words that have a 
similar sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words you like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Find Your Song (6) 

 

 

SAVE 
THE 

PLANET! 
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   SUCCESS (9 ) 
Success, excess,  
Emptiness. 
Brothers and sisters 
Livin’ with less. 
 
 

Only taken’ 
No givin’ 
No sharin’ 
No carin’ 
 

Easy days 
Spendthrift ways. 
Pretend friends 
‘Til it ends. 
 

Proceed with care 
Materialism everywhere… 
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    Develop a Rhyming Vocabulary. 
 
 
 
 

 

Idea Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Write a word of interest in the circle.  On the lines around the circle write words that have a 
similar sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words you like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Find Your Song (6) 

 

 

PROCEED 
WITH 

CARE. 
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   LOOKIN’  OUT MY WINDOW (10 ) 
Lookin’ out my window 
On the streets below 
People come and go 
People I don’t know. 
 

Lookin’ out my window 
On the streets below. 
Her hair is dark red, 
She nods, 
Nothing’s said.  
 

Lookin’ out my window 
On the streets below, 
Will she come by again? 
Maybe? But,when? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cc 
 
 
xxcc 
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    Develop a Rhyming Vocabulary. 
 
 
 
 

 

Idea Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Write a word of interest in the circle.  On the lines around the circle write words that have a 
similar sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words you like. 
 
 
 
 
vv 
 

 
 

a 
 

 
 

LOOKIN’ 
OUT MY 

WINDOW. 
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    ROCK EN ROLL (11) 
The Wrong Song  
Lasts too long. 
The Right Song 
Grooves along. 
 

Somthin’ it said 
Stays in your head. 
 

Takes you back 
To a magical time. 
Was it the rhythm, 
Was it the rhyme? 
 

Songs that never leave 
Make you believe, 
Give us hope 
Help you cope. 
 

Make us alive, 
Not just survive. 
 

Reach deep in your soul 
Rock en roll. 

 
 
 
 
 
Develop a Rhyming Vocabulary. 
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Idea Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

-Write a word of interest in the circle.  On the lines around the circle write words that have a 
similar sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words you like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 
 

MY  
  SONG? 
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BE SOMEBODY (12 ) 
 

Find your passion 
What brings you 
Satisfaction? 
Be Somebody 
 

Look deep en’ find 
The mansion  
In your mind 
Be Somebody 
 

Deep in your soul 
An achievable goal 
Be Somebody 
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Develop a Rhyming Vocabulary. 
 

 
 
 
 

Idea Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Write a word of interest in the circle.  On the lines around the circle write words that have a 
similar sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words you like. 
 
 
 
 

Find Your Song (6) 
  HIS INSIDE GAME (13) 

His dex-ter-i-ty 

 

 
 

WHO 
AM 
I? 
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Brings him pop-u-lar-i-ty 
And pros-per-i-ty. 
 

His inside game brings  
Great acclaim. 
 

Physical pain 
Emotional strain. 
 

Younger players 
With an inside game. 
Hopin’ for a chance at fame. 
 

Losin’ the grip 
On his dream. 
Findin’ a new team. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Develop a Rhyming Vocabulary. 
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Idea Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Write a word of interest in the circle.  On the lines around the circle write words that have a 
similar sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words you like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Find Your Song (6) 

  

 

 

MY 
CHANCE 

AT FAME? 
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LEARN TO NAVIGATE (14) 
Can’t decide. 
Never take a chance 
Never in the dance. 
 

Don’t know 
Which way to go? 
Goin’ too fast 
Goin’ too slow. 
 

Losin’ your way. 
Have no direction 
Can’t make-a-selection? 
 

Don’t know why? 
Life’s passin’ you by. 
 

Hopin’ to escape. 
It’s not too late 
Learn to navigate. 
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Develop a Rhyming Vocabulary. 
 

 
 
 
 

Idea Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Write a word of interest in the circle.  On the lines around the circle write words that have a 
similar sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words you like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
HOW 

I 
NAVIGATE. 
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       ONE MEAN MACHINE (15) 
 The most violent 
 Racing machines 
 Ever conceived. 
 Parachutes and fire-suits. 
 

 Drag racin’s Funny Cars 
 The superstars. 
 Floppers, plastic fantastics. 
 Parachutes and fire suits. 
 

 Nitro-methane dragsters 
 Superchargers, 8000 horsepower.  
 330 miles per hour. 
 Parachutes and fire-suits. 
 

 Power burnout 
 Red, yellow, green. 
 One mean machine! 

 

 (Draw a picture of a supercar.) 
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Develop a Rhyming Vocabulary. 
 

 
 
 
 

Idea Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Write a word of interest in the circle.  On the lines around the circle write words that have a 
similar sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words you like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Find Your Song (6) 

 

 

MY 
SUPER 
CAR! 
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   NEVER A CONTENDER (16) 
The boxer 
A prize-fighter. 
Never a contender 
Only a pretender. 
 

Became a sportswriter 
An illustrator, 
An investigator, 
Of winners and losers. 
 

Those who win 
And those who surrender. 
 

The sportswriter 
Never a contender 
Only a pretender. 
1, 2, 3,  - 8, 9, 10. 
You’re down and out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



37 
 

Develop a Rhyming Vocabulary. 
 

 
 
 
 

Idea Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Write a word of interest in the circle.  On the lines around the circle write words that have a 
similar sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words you like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
PRETENDER 
CONTENDER, 

YOU? 
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ALL ABOARD (17) 
Ready for a rush. 
 

Wild coaster rides.  
Scream machines 
G-force extremes. 
 

Airtime-filled bunny hops 
Steep-sharp drops. 
Quick, insane stops.  
 

Hang on tight. 
Some coasters  
Pack serious power.  
 

Exceeding 100  
Miles per hour. 
 

The tallest coaster 
Climbs 45 stories  
Into the sky. 
 

Before taking 
A bone chilling dive 
Hoping you survive.  
 

All Aboard! 
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Develop a Rhyming Vocabulary. 
 

 
 
 
 

Idea Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Write a word of interest in the circle.  On the lines around the circle write words that have a 
similar sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words you like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

MY MOST 
INSANE 
RIDES! 
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 A SOLUTION TO POLLUTION (18) 
A solution to pollution. 
Participation in conservation 
Elimination of exploitation. 
Do it now. 

 

Education and innovation 
Motivation and participation. 
Do it now. 
 

Hesitation, frustration 
Procrastination. 
Elimination of a civilization. 
Do it now. 
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Develop a Rhyming Vocabulary. 
 

 
 
 
 

Idea Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Write a word of interest in the circle.  On the lines around the circle write words that have a 
similar sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words you like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Find Your Song (6) 

 

MY 
SOLUTION

TO 
POLLUTION 
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 LOOKIN’ FOR AN OPPORTUNITY (19) 
 

Came from poverty 
No security, stability, 
Prosperity or hostility. 
 

Jus’ my creative reality 
Capability, possibility, 
And probability.  
 

Lookin’ for an opportunity 
Prosperity and popularity. 
 

An audition of my ambitions, 
My musical creations. 
Innovations and syncopations… 
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Develop a Rhyming Vocabulary. 
 

 
 
 
 

Idea Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Write a word of interest in the circle.  On the lines around the circle write words that have a 
similar sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words you like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Find Your Song (6) 

 

 

 
 

MY 
AMBITION 
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CHANGE IN A MEANINGFUL WAY (20 )  
Change in a meaningful way.   
Do it today. 

 

Negativity limits your  
Ability and tranquility. 

 

No confrontations 
Only negotiations. 
No irritation 
Only toleration. 

 

Change in a meaningful way   
Do it today. 
 

No humiliation 
Only appreciation. 
No desperation 
Only expectation. 

 

Change in a meaningful way   
Today’s the day. 
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Develop a Rhyming Vocabulary. 
 

 
 
 
 

Idea Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Write a word of interest in the circle.  On the lines around the circle write words that have a 
similar sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words you like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

I GOTTA 
CHANGE! 



46 
 

MONSTER JAM  (21) 
Main attraction 
Packed with action. 
Exhibition, demolition, 
Monster jam. 
 

Most insane trucks 
On the planet. 
Crushin’ junk cars quick 
Doin’ dangerous flips. 
Monster jam. 
 

Motorcycles jumpin’ 
Twenty cars. 
Human cannonball 
And that’s not all. 
The sphere of fear. 
Monster jam. 
 

Main attraction 
Packed with action 
Exhibition, demolition 
Monster Jam. 
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Develop a Rhyming Vocabulary. 
 

 
 
 
 

Idea Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Write a word of interest in the circle.  On the lines around the circle write words that have a 
similar sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words you like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  AN ATTITUDE WITH LATITUDE 

 

 

 

PACKED 
WITH 

ACTION! 
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LOTTO FEVER (22) 
What a score. 
Prosperity forevermore. 
Lotto fever. 
 

Rock my world. 
Expensive cars, fancy guitars, 
Lotto fever. 
 

Hallucination, taxation, 
Anticipation, expectation. 
Lotto fever.  
 

Waitin’ to be told. 
Richest ticket ever sold 
Lotto fever. 
 

Delirious and delusional 
Life as usual. 
Lotto fe-ver… 
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Develop a Rhyming Vocabulary. 
 

 
 
 
 

Idea Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Write a word of interest in the circle.  On the lines around the circle write words that have a 
similar sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words you like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
I 

WON! 
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     AN ATTITUDE WITH LATITUDE (23) 

An attitude with latitude. 
An attitude of gratitude. 
An imperative narrative.  
A conversation without hesitation. 
With information, explanation 
Communication and consideration. 
An imagination with no limitation 
Just dedication and inspiration. 
A civilization of cooperation 
With an obligation to transformation. 
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Develop a Rhyming Vocabulary. 
 

 
 
 
 

Idea Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Write a word of interest in the circle.  On the lines around the circle write words that have a 
similar sound, a similar meaning, a different meaning, or words you like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

AN 
ATTITUDE 

WITH  
LATITUDE 
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Here are some rhyming word samples from the READING, WRITING , RAPPIN’ 
DICTIONARY that is recommended to go with this program.  It has thousands of rhyming 
words by consistent spelling patterns. The words are organized by songs but students 
should be encouraged to use any of the words on any of the songs. 

SONG 1. DREAMS TOO STRONG 
 -ong  
gong   long   song   wrong  strong  
along   belong furlong  prolong  lifelong  
tagalong  evensong 
 

-ood 
good   hood   wood   stood   childhood 
Hollywood   understood   misunderstood   likelihood livelihood     
neighborhood 
 

-ool 
tool   fool   cool    pool   school  
spool   stool   whirlpool   tooth   booth 
zooming-zoomin’  blooming-bloomin’  fooling-foolin’ 
 

-ation 
education   motivation   dedication  inspiration 
perspiration   conversation   information   explanation 
preparation   determination  anticipation   expectation  
graduation   celebration   appreciation         demonstration 
invocation   innovation  imitation  constipation  
 

SONG 2.  LOW RIDER 
-own / -out 
town    down    gown    clown  
crown   drown   frown    downtown  
out    bout    pout    scout   
shout     doubt   about  
clowning-clownin’           shouting-shoutin’      doubting-doubtin’ 
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-ound 
round   sound   bound   mound   pound   
found   ground around   astound   impound  
profound    surround  underground   background  
battleground 
 

sounding-soundin’     pounding-poundin’     surrounding- suroundin’ 
 

-ow 
row   low   mow   tow   bow  
bro’   crow   flow   grow   know     
show   slow   snow   throw   sorrow  
borrow  tomorrow  escrow  rainbow  sideshow 
 

follow  hollow swallow arrow  sparrow 
knowing-knowin’  throwing-throwin’  
 

-ation 
population   transportation  destination   exploration 
illustration  animation   fascination   observation  
 

SONG 3.  BE A STAR 
-ar  
bar  car  far   jar  tar 
star  scar  spar  guitar 
bare  care  dare 
 

daring-darin’    caring-carin’ 
 

-ist 
fist   list   mist   twist   wrist   
assist  insist   exist   resist   persist    
enlist   coexist  exorcist  
twisting-twistin’      resisting-resistin’  
-ive  
dive   five   hive   jive   live          drive 
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strive   thrive   alive   arrive  beehive   revive 
survive  deprive  skydive  contrive 
 

-er 
ever   never  lever   forever  enter       center 
winter  winner  boxer  rider  
 

SONG 4.  GONNA MAKE YOU RICH 
-ich / -itch 
rich  which  ditch  pitch  witch 
glitch  snitch  stitch  switch witch  
 

-ance  
dance  glance  chance  France  romance  finance 
advance  enhance  entrance  circumstance 
dancing-dancin’ 
 

-ate 
date   mate   gate   plate   state   slate 
donate  locate  rotate  debate  vacate    dictate  
frustrate  narrate  translate  
locating-locatin’      vacating-vacatin’     debating-debatin’ 
-eam 
beam  team  steam  cream dream 
scream stream cream sunbeam daydream   
scheme  theme  extreme supreme 
dreaming-dreamin’     daydreaming-daydreamin’ 
 

SONG 5.  LIVIN’ ON CONCRETE 
-old 
old   bold   cold    fold   gold  
hold    mold    scold   sold   told  
uphold  billfold  blindfold  withhold  paroled   
patrolled 
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-eet / -ete 
 

feet     meet   greet   fleet   sheet   
sleet    street   sweet 
compete  complete  obsolete  incomplete   
  

meeting-meetin’    greeting-greetin’    competing-competin’ 
 

-ain 
 

gain  rain  pain  plain  stain 
brain  drain  grain  chain  sprain 
remain explain obtain  maintain contain 
complain refrain   entertain  
 

complaining-complainin’     explaining-explainin’ 
 

SONG 6.  FIND YOUR SONG 
-ile 
file   mile       smile   while    awhile   
worthwhile agile   fragile  hostile  smiling-smilin’ 
 

-own / -out 
town   down   gown   brown  clown  
crown  drown  frown   downtown  
out   pout   shout   doubt  about  
clowning-clownin’           shouting-shoutin’      doubting-doubtin’ 
 

-ong  
song   wrong  strong    along   belong 
prolong  lifelong  evensong 
 

 -ind 
bind   find   kind   mind   wind     mind 
blind   grind   behind  remind  unwind      rewind 
confined  refined    mankind womankind  
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SONG 7.   HER GAME IS BASK- ET- BALL 
-all 
all   ball   call   fall   mall  
wall   tall   stall   small  install  
baseball football basketball handball nightfall 
calling-callin’   falling-fallin’    stalling-stallin’ 
 

-ame 
came   became  game  fame  tame  
same   shame  flame   frame 
 

-ic 
dramatic  automatic  drastic    fantastic   
terrific  horrific bionic  chronic     
democratic  diplomatic  acrobatic  electric     
histrionic    supersonic  heroic    charismatic 
 

 

SONG 8.  RUNNIN’ OUT OF TIME 
-ime 
dime  time  crime  grime  slime      prime 
bigtime daytime lifetime nighttime springtime 
 

action  traction reaction inaction attraction 
no-action satisfaction extraction distraction interaction 
 

-oke 
smoke  broke    joke    awoke   coal     control 
 

SONG 9. SUCCESS 
-ess 
mess   confess   happiness   impress      address 
 

-ing 
sling    wing    ring    bring     swing   sting 
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anything everything  
ringing-ringin’      bringing-bringin’  stinging-stingin’ 
 

-ust 
bust   dust   gust   just   must   rust 
crust   trust   thrust  
unjust  disgust  distrust  stardust 
trusting-trustin’     gusting-gustin’ 
 

-illing 
willing    chilling     spilling     drilling   thrilling  fulfilling      
chilling-chillin’     thrilling-thrillin’   
 

-ism 
prism   baptism   criticism   capitalism        
vandalism  realism   communism  optimism 
metabolism  conservatism  organism   terrorism  
journalism  romanticism  nepotism    patriotism   
pessimism  plagiarism   evangelism 
 

SONG 10.  LOOKIN’  OUT MY WINDOW 
-o 
hello  ghetto  Apollo veto  torpedo 
tuxedo incognito    
 

-ook 
book    cook   hook  look   took  
nook   shook  brook  unhook  mistook   
outlook  overlook  cookbook  handbook  notebook  
looking-lookin’  cooking-cookin’ 
 
-ood 
good  hood  wood  stood  childhood Hollywood   understood   
misunderstood   likelihood  livelihood     neighborhood 
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-ook 
nook   shook  brook  unhook  mistook   
outlook  overlook  cookbook  handbook  notebook 
yearbook  scrapbook  outlook  hymnbook  sketchbook 
looking-lookin’  cooking-cookin’ 
 

-ood 
good  hood  wood  stood  childhood Hollywood   understood    
 
SONG 11.  ROCK EN ROLL 
long   song   wrong  strong  
along   belong furlong  prolong  lifelong  
tagalong  evensong 
 

-ead 
head  read  bread  dread  spread 
thread ahead instead misread widespread 
ready  steady sweaty already 
 

-er 
ever   never  lever   forever  enter 
leave   weave grieve  believe achieve     naïve 
relieve receive deceive   
 

-ive  
 

dive   five   hive   jive   live   drive 
strive   thrive   alive   arrive  beehive      revive 
survive  deprive  skydive  contrive   
 
SONG 12. BE SOMEBODY 
-ance  
dance  glance  chance  France  romance   finance 
advance  enhance  entrance  circumstance 
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dancing-dancin’ 
 

-ection 
section  selection   detection        intersection 
reflection   resurrection  attention        detention  
 

 -ate   
advocate  complicate decimate  compensate   concentrate 
fascinate  violate  imitate  immigrate   emigrate 
innovate imitate  validate  liberate    replicate  
 

-ate   
reprobate  resonate illustrate  graduate   germinate 
generate  regulate  speculate  syncopate  interstate 
perpetrate  deviate  abbreviate  accumulate   accelerate 
vacillate  anticipate  evacuate  domesticate        accommodate 
 

SONG 13.  HIS INSIDE GAME 
-ain 
gain  rain  pain  plain  stain 
brain  drain  grain  chain  sprain 
remain explain obtain 
maintain contain complain refrain   entertain  
complaining-complainin’     explaining-explainin’ 
 

-ame 
came   became  game  fame   tame  
same   shame  flame   frame 
 

-ity  
gravity           cavity                     density                   heredity   
dexterity         humidity                validity                    velocity   
capacity         extremity                turbidity                  similarity   
probability     radioactivity      
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-y  
energy   galaxy    frequency     
 

SONG 14.  LEARN TO NAVIGATE 
-ance  
dance  glance  chance  France  romance finance 
advance  enhance  entrance  circumstance 
dancing-dancin’ 
  

-ide  
hide   tide   wide   ride   guide   glide 
bride   pride   slide   stride   offside      onside 
riptide  seaside inside  hillside    decide    beside 
divide  provide  reside  collide  confide landslide 
backslide  joyride  curbside   

 

-estion, ection, -iction 

digestion    selection     connection    convection  
infection   inspection     dissection       friction      extinction  

 

SONG 15.  ONE MEAN MACHINE 
-eice /ieve /-eive  
receive conceive deceive  achieve  believe 
 

-er   
laser   loser   computer  consumer   tower  
power  flower  officer  partner   chapter 
character  theater  enabler  flower   power 
-ar 
grammar popular  regular  similar   singular 
familiar particular vernacular    spectacular    
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-ic 
attic    static   dramatic   automatic  
drastic     fantastic  Atlantic     Pacific   
specific     scientific       terrific  horrific  
atomic     economic     sonic   bionic 
 

SONG 16.   NEVER A CONTENDER 
-er   
ever   never  lever   forever  enter        center 
winter  winner  boxer  rider  
driver  disaster  reporter contender defender  
pretender surrender remember explorer  cover  
 

-or   
actor  author minor  humor rumor 
error         cursor  motor      major         calculator  
divisor    visitor   director    inspector  collector  
connector   interior    exterior    meteor      narrator       
illustrator  elevator  escalator  creator   traitor  
dictator  equator  spectator  alligator educator 
calculator terminator  investigator aviator demonstrator 
refrigerator  commentator denominator warrior  metaphor       
bachelor  ambassador 
   

SONG 17.   ALL ABOARD! 
-er   
power  tower  lower  sour  hour 
-ar 
grammar popular  regular  similar   singular 
familiar particular vernacular    spectacular    
-ure 
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measure treasure pleasure displeasure 
 

-eam 
beam  team  steam  cream dream 
scream  stream cream sunbeam 
daydreaming scheme  theme  extreme 
supreme dreaming-dreamin’     daydreaming-daydreamin’ 
 

-ive  
dive   five   hive   jive   live   drive 
strive   thrive   alive   arrive  beehive      revive 
survive  deprive  skydive  contrive 
 

SONG 18.   A SOLUTION TO POLLUTION 
-ution 
pollution   solution   institution  constitution 
contribution   distribution   evolution   execution 
persecution   prosecution   resolution   restitution 
retribution   revolution   substitution   resolution 
 

-ation 
 

location   donation   vacation   vocation  
inflation   creation   equation    flirtation  
frustration    probation   salvation   sensation 
starvation   taxation   temptation   vibration  
dilation    duration   elation   filtration 
fixation  flirtation  flotation   formation 
 

 -ation 
 

education   motivation   dedication  inspiration 
perspiration   conversation   information   explanation 
preparation   determination  anticipation   expectation  
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graduation   celebration   appreciation         demonstration 
invocation   innovation  imitation  constipation  
population   transportation  destination   exploration 
 
SONG 19. LOOKIN’ FOR AN OPPORTUNITY 
-ity 
society  ability   agility   toxicity 

 hostility  stability  possibility  generosity 
humility  hostility  publicity  sincerity 
popularity  solidarity  adversity  diversity 
university  velocity  curiosity  diversity  

 

-ation 
 

education   motivation   dedication  inspiration 
perspiration   conversation   information   explanation 
preparation   determination  anticipation   expectation  
graduation   celebration   appreciation         demonstration 
invocation   innovation  imitation  constipation  
population   transportation  destination   exploration 
 

SONG 20.  CHANGE IN A MEANINGFUL WAY 
-ity 
society  ability   agility   toxicity 

 hostility  stability  possibility  generosity 
humility  hostility  publicity  sincerity 
popularity  solidarity  adversity  diversity 
university  velocity  curiosity  diversity  
 

-ation 
location   donation   vacation   vocation  
inflation   creation   equation    flirtation  
frustration    probation   salvation   sensation 
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starvation   taxation   temptation   vibration  
education   motivation   dedication  inspiration 
perspiration   conversation   information   explanation 
preparation   determination   anticipation   expectation  
graduation   celebration   appreciation           demonstration 
invocation   innovation  imitation             constipation  
population   transportation   destination   exploration 
recreation   relaxation  circulation   publication 
confrontation  retaliation   complication   participation  
conservation  obligation   civilization   automation 
illustration  animation   fascination   observation 
medication   association   agitation  negotiation 
irritation   altercation   violation   accusation 
allegation  provocation   investigation   segregation 
separation   integration   deportation   desperation 
toleration   discrimination   isolation  reservation 
immigration  adaptation   agitation    legislation  
exploitation   obligation       liberation         compensation 
justification   interrogation   examination           manipulation 
intimidation   exaggeration   determination     elimination 
eradication  evaluation   exoneration   gratification 
hallucination   humiliation  incarceration     infatuation 
insinuation   procrastination interpretation          manifestation  
acceleration   investigation  deterioration         personification 
 

SONG 21.   MONSTER JAM 
-action 
action  traction fraction reaction traction 
attraction subtraction transaction distraction interaction  
satisfaction  
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-ition 
edition   addition   ambition   condition 
position   nutrition   petition   repetition 
preposition  recognition  exhibition  intuition 
position   audition   tuition   tradition 
transition   definition   competition     composition 
superstition   apposition   coalition   intuition 
proposition   acquisition  premonition        apparition 
-ous 

porous     nervous  luminous   hazardous   
carnivorous   igneous  continuous         spontaneous   
simultaneous   

-sion 

division     erosion     explosion    expansion         
tension    suspension    diffusion     conclusion   
propulsion   repulsion    compression    collision   
admission   commission  intermission  permission 
omission   transmission   

SONG 22.  LOTTO FEVER 
location   donation   vacation   vocation  
inflation   creation   equation    flirtation  
frustration    probation   salvation   sensation 
starvation   taxation   temptation   vibration  
education   motivation   dedication  inspiration 
perspiration   conversation   information   explanation 
preparation   determination   anticipation   expectation  
graduation   celebration   appreciation           demonstration 
invocation   innovation  imitation             constipation  
population   transportation   destination   exploration 



66 
 

recreation   relaxation  circulation   publication 
confrontation  retaliation   complication   participation  
conservation  obligation   civilization   automation 
illustration  animation   fascination   observation 
medication   association   agitation  negotiation 
irritation   altercation   violation   accusation 
allegation  provocation   investigation   segregation 
separation   integration   deportation   desperation 
toleration   discrimination   isolation  reservation 
immigration  adaptation   agitation    legislation  
exploitation   obligation       liberation         compensation 
justification   interrogation   examination           manipulation 
intimidation   exaggeration   determination     elimination 
eradication  evaluation   exoneration   gratification 
hallucination   humiliation  incarceration     infatuation 
insinuation   procrastination interpretation          manifestation  
acceleration   investigation  deterioration         personification 
 

SONG 23.  AN ATTITUDE WITH LATITUDE 
frustration    probation   salvation   sensation 
starvation   taxation   temptation   vibration  
education   motivation   dedication  inspiration 
perspiration   conversation   information   explanation 
preparation   determination   anticipation   expectation  
graduation   celebration   appreciation           demonstration 
invocation   innovation  imitation             constipation  
population   transportation   destination   exploration 
recreation   relaxation  circulation   publication 
confrontation  retaliation   complication   participation  
conservation  obligation   civilization   automation 
illustration  animation   fascination   observation 
medication   association   agitation  negotiation 
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irritation   altercation   violation   accusation 
allegation  provocation   investigation   segregation 
separation   integration   deportation   desperation 
toleration   discrimination   isolation  reservation 
immigration  adaptation   agitation    legislation  
exploitation   obligation       liberation         compensation 
justification   interrogation   examination           manipulation 
intimidation   exaggeration   determination     elimination 
eradication  evaluation   exoneration   gratification 
hallucination   humiliation  incarceration     infatuation 
insinuation   procrastination interpretation          manifestation  
acceleration   investigation  deterioration         personification 
 
 
 
   

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 


